
Dear Pro Duffer Members:  
 
Once registered either with an on-line or mail-in submission we have captured your 
information as a participant in the 2019 National Tournament & Convention hosted by 
South Florida.  I am using this as a communication tool to personally reach out to you 
regarding this year's event, fast approaching, in Birmingham at the Robert Trent Jones 
Marriott Renaissance Resort and Spa, home of the well-known Ross Bridge Golf 
Course.  As most of you know, the sign-up period for this year officially opened this past 
Saturday, May 1, 2021.  
 
That said, from a Host standpoint, please allow me to share a few things with you as you 
make your decisions whether you participate or not this year:  

• First, from our vantage point, this will be a difficult year for gauging the number of 
participants for this year, probably more so than ever before.  The main reason of 
course is the pandemic and several people still hesitating about putting 
themselves near others. We get it and understand.  Given what we know, we 
greatly reduced our planned numbers for participation from the last few years.    

• Second, we also understand that many within our membership are not very happy 
with us returning to the southern State of Alabama for this event given that we 
were just there in 2016 and for other political reasons as well.  Unfortunately, we 
were not aware of those concerns before the decision being made to return.  While 
there in 2016, there were great vibes regarding the Resort, costs, golf courses, 
and level of hospitality.  Therefore, it was easy for us to make this decision for the 
return based on that experience and bare minimum cost increase (room rates are 
reduced).   

• Third, given these challenges and uncertainties, we are doing all we can however 
to encourage participation and get our members to sign-up ASAP.  Those early 
sign-ups will allow us to better create a detailed itinerary especially as it relates to 
our spouses/significant others who will be attending. It's too early now beyond the 
basics, but trust that we'll have that information to you as soon as we are able.     

• Finally, for those of you who have already registered, let me say "thank you" from 
all of us in Memphis.  For those who have not and still considering, just know that 
we along with the Resort are doing all we can to ensure a safe event with all CDC 
protocols.  We're pushing for outdoor activities as much as we possibly can within 
reason and working to have a more casual environment than in the past.  We also 
committed to avoiding those participation cost additions, i.e., ad pages for 
souvenir books, add-on activities, etc.  It's all about the golf and camaraderie 
folks.   

If there are any questions at all, please don't hesitate to reach out to me directly.   
 

http://www.produffersusa.org  
 
Larry D. Colbert 
President, Pro-Duffers South-Mem 
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